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Key Take Aways:

• Minnesota DNR is deeply committed to effective River management

• Partnerships are a core part of the DNR approach to management

• We are actively seeking potential UMRR and NESP project ideas in 
Minnesota with non-federal and non-state sponsors 
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Key Take Aways:

• Minnesota DNR is committed to effective River management

• How is the DNR is organized and how do we dedicate resources to the River?

• Partnerships are a core part of the DNR approach to management

• How does the DNR participate in NESP and UMRR?

• We are actively seeking potential UMRR and NESP project ideas in 
Minnesota with non-federal and non-state sponsors

• What are MnDNR NESP/UMRR project priorities?
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Mission of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

to work with Minnesotans to 
conserve and manage the state's 

natural resources, to provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities, 

and to provide for commercial uses 
of natural resources in a way that 

creates a sustainable quality of life
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DNR Organization

• Ecological and Water Resources

• Fish and Wildlife

• Parks and Trails

• Enforcement

• Forestry

• Lands and Minerals

• Operations
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An Interdisciplinary Approach

Leadership Level 
River Steering 

Team

River Field 
Team

Mississippi 
River 

Coordinator
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Beyond Minnesota DNR

• Other state agencies in Minnesota

• State agencies outside of Minnesota

• Federal partners

• Local governments

• Non-governmental organizations

• Industry representatives

• Unaffiliated community members and 
resource users
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Project Priorities
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Minnesota’s project priorities align with the NESP and UMRR program priorities

We are particularly interested in partnerships with Wisconsin as a River 
neighbor



Project Priorities
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Project Priorities

to work with Minnesotans to 
conserve and manage the state's 

natural resources, to provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities, 

and to provide for commercial uses 
of natural resources in a way that 

creates a sustainable quality of life
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Project(s) 
selected

Project 
implementation

Project idea development

Project 
champion

Project sponsor 
and partners

River 
Teams

Project 
development 

workshop

Factsheets

Project prioritization recommendation 
process

Technical river teams prioritize 
projects

Executive river teams prioritize 
projects

UMRR CC/NESP CC prioritize projects
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Key Take Aways:

• Minnesota DNR is deeply committed to effective River management

• Partnerships are a core part of the DNR approach to management

• We are actively seeking potential UMRR and NESP projects in 
Minnesota with non-federal and non-state sponsors 
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Thank You!

Vanessa Perry

vanessa.perry@state.mn.us

651-539-2140
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